
 PASTOR  
Fr. Biju Chennala Kunjukutty, MSFS...715-495-2338 
danielchennala@gmail.com 

 
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE       

(limited capacity 70 persons) 
Saturday………………………....………...…4:00pm 

 Sunday………………………….…….……....8:30am  
 
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE  

First Saturday Mass………………………...8:30am 
 Monday …………..........................................5:30pm 
 Tuesday………Adoration …………..…….5:00 pm 
         Mass……………………... 5:30pm       

Thursday…………………………………......8:30am  
 

 CONFESSIONS 
By appointment only   

  

PARISH OFFICE 
Amy Stafslien, Admin. Assist…....608-788-1646                              
Bulletin deadline: ………….………….Wednesday                         
sjrp2601@gmail.com 

 Open most Tuesdays and Fridays 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Teresa Brown, Coordinator…...….608-787-0883 
dbrown039@centurytel.net 

 
PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL 

Mary Jo Hess (Secretary), Terry Dickman,  Dave 
Brown (B&G and Cemetery Rep), Barb Braun and 
Dan Steiger 

 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Dave Brown (B&G and Cemetery Rep),                    
Teresa Brown (RE Rep), Lori Clements (PCCW Rep),                              
Stan Clements, Ann Degenhardt,                                              
Terry Dickman (Finance Council Rep),              
Bob Kotek, and  Bill Weber (Secretary) 

 

PCCW - Parish Council of Catholic Women                                             
Lori Clements (President), Mary Jo Hess (Treasurer), 
Jill Murphy (Secretary) 

 

 CEMETERY SEXTON 
Dave Brown ……………..…………...608-792-1006 
dbrown039@centurytel.net 

 
MUSIC 

Stacy Burns, Coordinator……...….608-769-8828 
jsburns0093@gmail.com                              

 Leland Gregorich, Accompanist 
 

CALL THE PARISH OFFICE TO MAKE    
ARRANGEMENTS FOR: 
 Joining the Parish 

 Weddings or Baptisms 

 Anointing of the sick (also call Fr. Biju cell phone) 

 If you are home-bound & would like to be visited 

St. Joseph Ridge Parish 
W2601 State Rd 33 ● La Crosse ● Wisconsin ● 54601 

February 28, 2021 

First Sunday of Lent 

Year of  
St. Joseph 

 
 

May 1, 2020 to  
December 8, 2021 

 
 Diocese of  
La Crosse 



St. Joseph Ridge Parish        La Crosse, Wisconsin 

Mass Intentions 

We have openings for weekday intentions begin-
ning Mar. 8 and First Saturdays, 8:30 AM begin-
ning May 1.  Saturday, 4:00 PM and Sunday, 8:30 
AM Masses in 2021 are fully booked.  For ques-
tions contact the parish office 788-1646 or 
sjrp2601@gmail.com. 

Confessions—Available by appointment.  
Please call or message Father directly. 

SATURDAY, February 27th   

2nd Sunday of Lent 
         ~4: 00pm Mass  ~†Fr. Bob Hegenbarth 
 Lector:  Volunteer      Ushers: Volunteers 

SUNDAY, February 28th 

2nd Sunday of Lent  
         ~8:30am Mass  ~Our Parish Family 
 Lector:  Volunteer      Ushers: Volunteers 

MONDAY, March 1st 
Weekday 
          ~5:30pm Mass  ~† 

TUESDAY, March 2nd 
Weekday 
          ~5:00 pm Adoration      
          ~5:30pm Mass ~† 

THURSDAY, March 4th 
St. Casimir 
          ~8:30am Mass   ~†Ralph and Evelyn Mikshowsky 

SATURDAY, March 6th 
First Saturday 
          ~8:30am Mass   ~†  

SATURDAY, March 6th   

3rd Sunday of Lent 
         ~4: 00pm Mass  ~†Terry and Darryl Miller 
 Lector:  Volunteer       Ushers: Volunteers 

SUNDAY, March 7th 

3rd Sunday of Lent  
         ~8:30am Mass   ~†Theresa Hess and Robert Dowiasch 
 Lector:  Volunteer      Ushers: Volunteers 

GIFT’S RETURNED TO GOD 
Week of  Feb 21st—182 envelope holders 

 Adult Env.(31Rec’d):        $2,393.00 
Offertory:           $108.00 
Ash Wed Env(13):      $309.00 
Ash Wed Offertory:       $129.00 
Easter Flowers(1):      $40.00 

T h a n k   
Y o u !  

   PARISH INTENTIONS   PARISH CALENDAR 

 

Donations:  
Thank you for your continued generosity! Here are some ways to 
contribute: 
 Use the online giving portal set up by the Diocese: https://diolc.org/

st-joseph-parish-st-joseph-ridge/ (processing fees will be deducted 
from your contribution, which average 3% for debit and credit cards 
and $.75 for EFT, ACH)          

 Drop off a contribution at the church during private prayer time  

 Mail in your weekly/monthly offering to parish office (W2601 State 
Road 33, La Crosse, WI 54601) 

 If you use online banking and would like make your contribution using 
bill pay, set up St. Joseph Ridge Parish as a payment and the bank 

will mail it directly to the parish (if possible, use your envelope 
number as the account number). 

 

 March 3 ~ Religious Education Class,  
 Grades 1-5 & 8 (6-7:00pm), grades 6,7 & 9 (7:15-8:30) 
  Stations of the Cross—7:00 PM 

 March 10 ~ Religious Education Class,  
  Grades 1-5 & 8 (6-7:00pm), grades 6,7 & 9 (7:15-8:30) 
  Stations of the Cross—7:00 PM 
 March 13/14 ~ Blest Ar t to visit the Par ish 
 March 24 ~ Religious Education Class and  

 Grades 1-5 & 8 (6-7:00pm), grades 6,7 & 9 (7:15-8:30) 
  Confessions 6-9:00 PM 
 March 31 ~ NO Religious Ed Class, Holy Week  

Stations of the Cross—7:00 PM 

 April 1 ~ Holy Thursday, 7:00 PM 

 April 2 ~ Good Friday, 3:00 PM 

 April 3 ~ Holy Saturday, 8:30 PM 

 April 4 ~ Easter Sunday, 8:30 AM 

2/26/2021 Total Pledged Total Payments

Pledged/Received $17,425.00 $16,865.00

Target Amount $20,615.00 $20,615.00

Under Target ($3,190.00) ($3,750.00)

Diocesan Annual Appeal 2020-2021

Number of families contributing: 55

Percent goal pledged: 84.53%/Received: 81.81%

DID YOU KNOW? 
If you are 70 ½ or older, you can do a qualified charitable distribution 
(QCD) of up to $100,000 a year from your IRA directly to a charity. The 
distribution won’t show up in your adjusted gross income and CAN count 
toward your required minimum distribution (RMD). The QCD allows you to 
be more strategic with your RMD. 
Consult your tax advisor before making any decisions. If a QCD is for you, 
please consider St. Joseph Parish as your charity of choice. 

Lenten Devotion of the  

STATIONS of the CROSS  
On March 3rd and each  

Wednesday of Lent, starting at 
7:00 PM St. Joseph Ridge 

7:30 PM St. Peter 

https://diolc.org/st-joseph-parish-st-joseph-ridge/
https://diolc.org/st-joseph-parish-st-joseph-ridge/


Jesus is transfigured in the presence of Peter, James, 
and John. Mark 9: 2-10 

 
On the Second Sunday of Lent in each Lectionary cycle, the gospel 
reading proclaims the story of Jesus’ Transfiguration.  In our gospel 
this Sunday, Jesus brings his disciples away from the noise and 
business of the market place and takes them up a mountain. This is not 
unusual in itself. We know from the gospels that Jesus himself often 
went to the mountain top to pray on his own. While they are on the 
mountain, something very strange an unusual happens. Jesus is 
changed in a very dramatic way; he is transformed beyond all 
recognition. His face shone like the sun and his clothes became as 
white as the light. Imagine the surprise and shock of those who were 
with Jesus. Peter said ‘Lord it is wonderful for us to be here’. 
 
As we continue our Lenten journey and Jesus continues his own 
journey towards Jerusalem, he knows what he is facing. He will be 
betrayed, denied, condemned and crucified. Perhaps He feels and 
senses the disciples’ fear and anxiety and He wants to reassure them.  
Maybe this brief glimpse of Jesus in all his glory is also meant for us 
today. Perhaps like the disciples, we too experience fear, doubt and 
even a lack of faith. Perhaps we too need to be encouraged and 
strengthened by Jesus, especially as we continue our journey through 
Lent. We too need know that our prayer, fasting and sharing with the 
poor is not an end in itself. We are heading towards the resurrection 
and the new life of Easter. The experience of Jesus transformed offers 
each of us taste of what lies ahead of us. If we share in the suffering 
and passion of Jesus, we will also share in his resurrection. When we 
are tempted to give up and give in, let us look to Jesus changed and 
transformed. May we see in him the future that is promised to us.  As 
we continue to make our way through Lent, let us do what the voice of 
God says to each of us; ‘This is my Son, Listen to him.’ 
 
Two days ago, I had a call from the Christian handicrafts from the Holy 
Land reminding me of their visit.  So, people from Blest Art would be at 
the parishes on March 13 and 14. The olive wood handicraft products 
purchasing from them helps support the presence of Christianity in the 
Holy Land. 
 
Two weeks back I had mentioned in the church about low temperature. 
After checking our heating system, we found it needs our attention.  
We believe the system to be more than 20 years old. One of the two 
church furnaces had failed recently and was repaired.  We are looking 
into various options. Updates will be given later.    
 
Live Jesus,  
Fr. Biju  

Rectory/Office: 608-788-1646             Email: sjrp2601@gmail 

 FROM THE PASTOR’S PEN  PARISH NEWS  

Lenten regulations are as follows:  

 

1. Catholics who have celebrated their 14th birthday are to abstain 
from meat on Ash Wednesday, all Fridays in Lent, and Good Friday.  
2. In addition to abstaining from meat, Catholics who have celebrated 
their 18th birthday, until they celebrate their 59th birthday, are to fast 
on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. Those who are bound to this 
regulation may eat only one full meal. Two smaller meals are permitted 
if necessary to maintain strength according to one’s needs, but eating 
solid foods between meals is not permitted.  

Census/Registration Update 
As of this publication we have  received 103 of 190 Registration 
Update forms.  If you have not already done so, please return your 
form ASAP. Even if you feel all the information is correct, we would 
like you to return  it as confirmation.  Thank you! 

DIOCESAN/COMMUNITY NEWS 

Blest Art visiting on March 13 and 14 
Purchasing Blest Art's beautifully hand crafted 
Christian items gives you the advantage of being able 
to reach out beyond our borders with uniquely, real, 
tangible and effective help. It is more than a hand-out 
as a collection plate would be, it is a hand-up for the 
Christians who want to live in peace and support their 
families with a centuries-old trade and way of life in 
the Holy Land. Your support for these craftsmen and 

hard-working Christian artists helps to ensure a viable Christian presence 
in the land where the gospel was first preached. 

(CRS) Rice Bowls and (MCA) Lenten Mite Boxes 
Alms giving options for Lent. Boxes and Bowls are located in the back of 
church.   
CRS Rice Bowl: Jesus told us that whatever we did for one of these 
least brothers of his we did for him. Reflect on the challenge of global 
hunger— it is a reality for millions of our sisters and brothers. What will 
you do to support the hungry in our community and around the world? 
Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more.  
MCA Mite Boxes: This collection helps finance about 3,000 projects per 
year worldwide. Children in communities, orphanages, homes for the 
disabled, refugees, and those living on the streets are assisted by the 
generosity of children who wish to make the love of Jesus know 
everywhere. Please encourage our youth to help other youth in need. 

Help for Farmers –Rural Resiliency: Caring for You and Yours 
4 Week Webinar Series March 2, 9, 16, 23 from 7:30 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. 
(Tuesday nights) 
This webinar series is a discussion starter and healthy mindset promoter 
for dealing with rural behavioral and brain health, communication skills, 
and relationship enrichment for self, marriage and families. Farm 
families and those who work with them as consultants or neighbors are 
encouraged to attend. 
Rev. Dr. Larry Tranel, Pastoral Psychologist and Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach Dairy Specialist is the featured speaker for: 
• March 2—Farm Stress Resiliency and Grief 
• March 9—Personality Keys When “Married” to Farm Stress 
• March 16—Dealing with the Stresses of Men, Women, and Children 
• March 23—Brain and Behavioral Health “Hacks” to Mitigate Distress. 
Questions can be directed to: tranel@iastate.edu. Registration is 
available at: aep.iastate.edu/stress. 

Weekday Mass Intention Openings 
We have the following weekday openings for Mass 
Intentions over the next few months.  March:  16, 22, 
and 29.  April 8, 15, 19 and 26. May 3, 6, 10, 13, 17, 
20, 24, 27, and 31.  It is a great way to give thanks for 
a special purpose, to think of a loved one on their 
birthday or Anniversary, or for repose of the soul of 
someone who has passed. Intention envelopes are in 
the back of church.   

mailto:tranel@iastate.edu?subject=Rural%20Resiliency%20Webinar
https://iastate.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_b2SXeg8LQridGC-9KHFapg


AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the  

Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment  

receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You.  
Amen.  

www.saintjosephridgeparish.com           facebook.com/saintjosephridgeparish 

La Crosse Diocesan Council of Catholic Women Presents: 
A Lenten Journey Through the Holy Land 
Saturday, March 6, 2021, 9:00 am to 12 noon. Our host, Lorraine Riedl, 
will take us on a virtual walk through the life of 
Jesus in the Holy Land using photos from a recent 
pilgrimage. 
THREE WAYS TO JOIN THE MEETING 
1) Go to the link at LDCCW.org and click to join 
2) Manually join on Zoom at: Meeting ID: 826 
9510 0524—Passcode: 449588 
3) Dial in on phone only at +1 312 626 6799 using 
the above Meeting ID and Passcode. 
 
Cathedral Restoration Work Blessing and Press Conference - 
Friday, March, 12  
Blessing of the Cathedral Restoration Project - 1:30 p.m.  
Join Bishop Callahan as he blesses the beginning of the restoration 
work on our Cathedral. Under the guidance of St. Joseph, we ask his 
protection as this project begins. Everyone is invited to be present or join 
via live stream at cathedralsjworkman.org  
 
Employment Opportunity:  
Administrative Assistant for the Offices of Catechesis & Evangelization 
and Family Life/ Youth Ministry  
Apply: Employment Opportunities | Diocese of La Crosse (diolc.org/jobs)  
 
Free Daily Lenten Reflections 
• Sign up for Bishop Barron daily Lenten reflections lentreflections.com/ 
• Sign up for “Best Lent Ever” with Matthew Kelly at 
dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever 
• Choose a Prayer Card for Lent in order to “Go Deeper” in your 
relationship with Jesus and your understanding of the prayer. Visit 
diolc.org/deeper for adult resources and diolc.org/prayer for children and 
young people resources. 
 
Great Resources for Lent 
Make Lent 2021 special and life-changing! Go to any or all of these 
websites and enjoy listening, watching or reading the daily reflections 
anywhere and anytime! Please go to these links to register. 
• https://relevantradio.com/father-rockys-40-lenten-lessonsmass/#form 
• https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/ 
• https://formed.org/ 
These are great ways to educate yourself on Catholic Faith! Be inspired 
to live the faith and love it! 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

 For Paula Skoy-Evenson who is battling cancer.  

 All those who are suffering from the Coronavirus and those who 
are working tirelessly to help the ill recover.   

 All the military men and women who are supporting our freedom. 

 All political leaders, may their decisions be made for the good of 
all citizens, born and unborn.  

 For those fighting cancer, especially members of our parish. 

 For Mora Mikshowsky and all children suffering with life threaten-
ing conditions and illnesses. 

 For all Religious in our Diocese, especially Matt Kotek. 

 The intentions listed in our parish book of prayer.          
     
To add a request call 608-788-1646 or email sjrp2601@gmail.com 

DIOCESAN/COMMUNITY NEWS   

Answer:  Yes, He stopped him and sent a sheep instead.  

 KIDS CORNER 

Answers:  

LDCCW.org
https://zoom.us/j/82695100524#success
https://zoom.us/j/82695100524#success
https://cathedralsjworkman.org/
https://diolc.org/jobs/
https://www.lentreflections.com/
dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever
diolc.org/deeper
diolc.org/prayer
https://relevantradio.com/father-rockys-40-lenten-lessonsmass/%23form
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/
https://formed.org/

