
St. Joseph Parish of  St. Joseph Ridge 

W2601 State Road 33, La Crosse  WI 54601 

November 30, 2025  ~First Sunday of Advent 

PARISH PASTORAL 
COUNCIL: 
Dave Brown-Cemetery Rep 
Teresa Brown, 
Lori Clements -PCCW Rep  
Stan Clements 
Ann Degenhardt 
Terry Dickman-Finance  
               Council Rep 
Bob Kotek 
Bill Weber-Secretary 
Stacy Burns 
Lorie Liss-DRE 

PARISH FINANCE 
COUNCIL: 
Mary Jo Hess-Secretary 
Terry Dickman 
Dave Brown-(Bldg & Grnds)  
       and Cemetery Rep 
Barb Braun 
Dan Steiger 
 

RELIGIOUS  
  EDUCATION: 
Director:  
Lorie Liss 

PCCW - Parish Council of 
Catholic Women:                                             
Lori Clements-President  
Mary Jo Hess-Treasurer  
Jill Murphy-Secretary  
Polly Hilby-Funeral Prep 
 

Cemetery Sexton, 
Building & Grounds: 
Dave Brown 608-792-1006  
davidteresabrown457@gmail.com 

Rick Meyer  

MUSIC: 
Stacy Burns, Coordinator 
    608-769-8828 
    jsburns0093@gmail.com                          
 
Accompanist: 
Leland Gregorich  
LuAnne Gregorich  
Mary Beth Smith  
 

Sacristan: 
Sally Miller 

‘Thank you’ 

for your 

time and 

talent to 

support our 

parish. 

“Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.” John 12:26 

Pastor   Father Sen 
     Fr. Sengole Vethanayagam  
 (715) 615-1774 
frsengolevema@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE   

Barb Mikshowsky-Administrative Assistant 

Office hours vary, please call 608-788-1646 

sjrp2601@gmail.com  
 

CONFESSIONS 

3:30—3:45 pm (before Saturday 4:00 Mass)                            

 or by appointment  

St. Joseph Parish, St. Joseph Ridge

 (608) 788-1646 

        Weekend Mass Schedule  

1st Saturday of the month .... 8:30 AM 

        Saturday ....................... 4:00 PM 

      Sunday ......................... 8:30 AM 

         Weekday Schedule 

ADORATION 

 Tuesday ....................... 5:00 PM 

MASS 

   Tuesday ...................... 5:30 PM 

   Thursday ..................... 8:30 AM 

      St. Peters Parish, Middle Ridge 

             (608) 452-4680 
 

      Weekend Mass Schedule 

          Saturday ..................... 8:00 PM 

          Sunday ....................... 10:00 AM 
 

      Weekday Schedule 

          Wednesday ................ 8:00 AM 

           Friday ........................ 8:00 AM 
 

           ADORATION 

           Wednesday….7:00 PM with     

            Benediction at 8:05 PM 

 

 

 

 

 "May the God 

of hope  

fill you with 

all joy and 

peace as you 

trust in him"  

(Romans 15:13) 

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ 



St. Joseph Parish                                  W2601 State Road 33                                  La Crosse, WI  54601 

Saturday, November 29th 

~4:00 pm -  Reiny & Darlene 

Kammel (J&SD) 

 Lector:  Kathy Leis 

 Servers: Volunteers   Ushers:  Volunteers 
 

SUNDAY, November 30th 

~8:30 am -  George & Evelyn Miller (T&MP) 

 Lector: Sally Miller 

 Servers: Volunteers    Ushers:  Volunteers 
 

Tuesday, December 2nd 
~5:00 pm—Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

~5:30 pm -  Alice Silha (D&JD) 
 

Thursday, December 4th 

 ~8:30 am -   Ken & Lois Davis (J&SD) 

Saturday, December 6th 

~8:30 am—  Adeline Clements (R&BM) 

~4:00 pm - Our Parish Family 

 Lector:  Kathy Leis 

 Servers: Volunteers     Ushers:  Volunteers 
 

SUNDAY, December 7th 

~8:30 am -  Gerald Kneifl (Kneifl family) 

 Lector: Donna Clements 

 Servers: Volunteers    Ushers:  Volunteers 

~ PARISH CALENDAR ~ 

CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE  

(608-788-1646 or email sjrp2601@gmail.com)  

TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR: 
 

 Joining the Parish   Weddings    Baptisms 

 Anointing of the sick  

 If you are home-bound and would like to be visited 

Adult Envelopes (25): $ 1,409.00 

Plate collection: $    147.00 

Christmas flowers: $     200.00 

Total: $ 1,756.00 

~ Contributions for the past week ~ 

~ EMBRACE  YOUR  FAITH  ~ 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

    Tuesday evenings: 5:00 pm; 5:30 pm Mass 

~ 8 Ways to Pray During Eucharistic Adoration ~ 

Read Spiritual Books   Ask for Intercession   

  Meditate    Offer a Holy Hour    Write a Prayer Journal  

Read the Scriptures    Pray Spontaneously  

  Ask the Saints for help  with  
Spending time with our Dear Lord!!! 

* Anointing of the Sick-Call Father Sen at(715) 615-1774 

or the office (608)788-1646 or email sjrp2601@gmail.com 

 Confession 
 

3:30—3:45 pm before Saturday 4:00 pm Mass  

                                 or by appointment.   

* Mass Intentions 
If you would like to schedule mass intentions, please 

contact the Parish office phone #788-1646 or there are 

envelopes in the back of church or email 

sjrp2601@gmail.com. Mass Intention offering is $20.00 

• December 2 ~ 6:30 pm ~ Finance & Pastoral  
    Councils meet 

• December 3 ~ Religious Education classes 

• December 8 ~ Immaculate Conception of the  
   Blessed Virgin Mary: 

  ~5:30 pm Mass at St. Joseph’s  

  ~8:00 pm Mass at St. Peter’s 

   ~ PARISH INTENTIONS ~ 

Communion Antiphon:  (Prayed prior to receiving the Eucharist) 

The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase. 

    Thank you for your Generosity! 

2025-26 Goal: $23,975.00 

Pledged: $  0.00 

Received: $  7,740.00 

Amount  Due:  $ 16,235.00 

On December 8, the Church celebrates one of the most 

beautiful Truths of our Faith: the Immaculate Conception of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary. This solemnity honors the moment 

when Mary, from the first instant of her existence, was 

preserved free from all stain of original sin. God prepared 

Mary in a unique way to be the Mother of His Son. 



Rectory/Office: 608-788-1646                                                                       sjrp2601@gmail.com 

~ STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION ~ ~ PARISH NEWS ~ 

“Catholic Life” and “Eucharistic Celebration” 
Mass times as of January 1, 2026:   

Saturday Mass—4:00 pm 

Sunday Mass—8:00 am 

Tuesday Mass—5:30 pm 

Thursday Mass—8:00 am 

           1st Saturday of the month Mass—8:00 am 

~ DIOCESAN NEWS ~ 

First Reading:  Isaiah 2:1-5  

Second Reading:  Romans 13:11-14  

Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44  

The four weeks of Advent are meant for us to prepare our 
hearts for three comings of Christ: his birth in Bethlehem 
(which we celebrate on Christmas); his return at the end of 
time; and his coming to us here and now. Our preparations 
include prayer, reception of the sacraments, good works, and 
sacrifices. Although everyone’s preparations will look 
different, they are all meant to cleanse us from sin and teach 
us to welcome Christ with love. 

First Sunday of 

Advent 
 

We embark on the profound journey of 
Advent — a season of profound 
significance. It is a time of preparation, 
not just for the celebration of the birth of 
our Savior, but also for the anticipation 
of His second coming.  

These are weighty tasks with eternal 
consequences. So, let us as Christian stewards make the 
words of the Prophet Isaiah our motto for the season: 
“Come, let us climb the Lord’s mountain to the house of the 
God of Jacob, that he may instruct us in his ways and we 
may walk in his paths.”  

As we approach Christmas, the world seems to demand 
more from us. It urges us to spend more, do more, and be 
more, all in the pursuit of a 'perfect' Christmas. However, 
the Church’s wisdom calls us to a different path, one that 
leads us to focus on our spiritual lives. This shift in focus 
can indeed feel like a challenging mountain climb, but it is 
a climb worth taking.  

But the intentional and wise use of the gift of time is 
precisely what the Christian steward is called to do, and 
with even greater intensity during Advent.  

How can we use our time to prepare for a holy celebration 
of Jesus’ birth on Dec. 25 and for his second coming at a 
date we do not know? Here are some practical tips: set 
aside time for personal prayer and reflection, attend 
additional church services, participate in Advent-themed 
Bible studies, and engage in acts of charity and kindness.  

We can push back against the world’s pressure to have the 
“perfect Christmas.” Scale back on the material kind of gift-
giving, the complicated menus, the unessential trappings 
of the season, so that we have more time for the spiritual 
preparations: Confession, weekday Mass, adoration, family 
prayer time, lighting the Advent wreath, acts of kindness. 
while the journey may feel like a mountain climb, the 
rewards are immeasurable. At the end of this spiritual 
preparation, we will be ready to celebrate a truly 
meaningful Christmas. We will have grown closer to our 
Savior and be prepared for His second coming. Let’s 
embrace this climb up the Lord’s mountain!  

~Jubilee Year of Hope ~ Jesus is Our Hope (1 Tim 1:1) 
There are many reasons why God gives us the supernatural virtue of 
HOPE. Here are a few important reasons: HOPE leads us to persevere 
in prayer, even when all reason for hope seems absent. (Romans 14:18
-21) HOPE offers us joy and courage which sustains us in times of trial. 
HOPE allows us to live, grow and persevere in faith. When we need the 
gift of hope, the most important thing we can do is ask for it. The Lord 
will answer our prayer. Let us ask Jesus for an increase of hope during 
this Jubilee Year of HOPE.  
 

~Saint Nicholas Celebration: A Feast of Generosity~December 5th 
5:30pm—7:30 pm at the Franciscan Spirituality Center  All families are 
invited for a joyous celebration of the beloved saint known for his 
generosity and kindness.  All ages are welcome as we honor worldwide 
traditions related to St. Nicholas.  We'll hear a story about St. Nicholas' 
life, learn about the tradition of putting shoes out for him and make 
festive crafts.  And a surprise visit from  St. Nicholas himself!     
We will take special gifts and treats over to Mayo Clinic Health System 
in La Crosse during the last 15 minutes of our time together.  Light 
supper and treats are included.  Suggested donation: $20 per family. 
 

~ST. MARY’S ANNUAL CRAFT SHOW 
Saturday, December 6, 2025  8:00 AM—2:00 PM 
Coon Valley Village Hall, Join us for St. Mary’s Annual Craft Show and 
discover unique, one-of-a-kind gifts for the holiday season! Shop from a 
variety of talented local vendors and crafters.  Bring your family and 
friends for a fun day of shopping and community spirit!  For more 
information, visit www.stmarycv.org/craft-show or contact Nancy 
Peters at 608-790-6034 or Peters@mwt.net. 
 

~Advent Luminary Hike at the FSPA Land, St. Joseph Ridge  Join 
us on Monday, December 8th (6:30 pm—8:00 pm) for an evening 
gathering and peaceful mile-long hike filled with Advent reflections and 
candle luminaires.  All ages are welcome. Please dress for the outdoor 
elements. Snacks & refreshments will be provided!  *Those unable to 
hike are still welcome to join us for snacks & conversation around a fire. 
No pets, please. 

Parish Office has been moved to the School Hall.  The main 
phone# (608)788-1646 is at the school now.  The previous number at 

the school is no longer in service.   

Memorial Mass: Lou Dolente was the organist for several years at 
St. Peter & St. Joseph and made many friends during that time. Sadly, 
Lou lost his battle with Pancreatic cancer on November 9th. We are 
having a mass at St. Peter's for him on Saturday December 13th at 
11:00 AM. The choir will sing several of his favorite songs. A potluck is 

planned afterwards in the basement. All are welcome.  

mailto:St.%20Joseph%20Ridge%20Parish
http://www.stmarycv.org/craft-show


www.saintjosephridgeparish.com facebook.com/saintjosephridgeparish 

~ DIOCESAN/Community NEWS ~ ~ ACTIVITY CORNER ~ 
~Christmas Bazaaar & Bake Sale—St. Joseph the Workman 
Cathedral  Saturday, December 6th  8:00 am—2:00 pm 
Raffles, baked goods, candy, handmade gifts, greeting cards and many 
beautiful & unique items.   
 

~Quarterly Healing Service at Sacred Heart Church, Cashton 
Monday, December 15th, All are welcome.  
-4:30 Adoration with praise and worship, rosary, Divine Mercy, and 
confessions   -5:30 Mass   
-6:00 Corporate prayer for healing -7:00 Individual healing ministry 
Come for part or all of the night.  Flyer available in the back of church.  
 

~Cookie Walk & Craft Sale Mary, Mother of the Church parish will be 
holding their Cookie Walk & Craft Sale on Sat., Dec. 13, in the parish 
hall located at 2006 Weston St., from 7:30am-1 pm.  Homemade 
cookies, candies, breads, pies, Scandinavian sweets, handcrafted 
items, Scrip gift cards and raffles are available for sale.  Serving 
breakfast (featuring egg bakes and cinnamon rolls) and lunch 
(homemade soup and chili). Door Prizes every half hour. 
 

~Rorate Mass—December 6, 2025 @ 6:30 am - 8:00 am.  With great 
joy, the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe anticipates the celebration of 
the Birth of Christ with the ancient tradition of the Saturday Mass of Our 
Lady in Advent. The first words of the Mass come from Isaiah 45:8, 
Rorate coeli, which foreshadow that the Messiah will come down from 
heaven to earth to save us: “Drop down dew from above, you heavens, 
and let the clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be opened and 
bud forth a Savior.” 
This Solemn High Mass, offered by Executive Director Fr. Edward 
Nemeth according to the Ancient Use of the Roman Rite, will begin at 
6:30 a.m. on Saturday, December 6, 2025. The Shrine will open at 6:00 
a.m. His Eminence Raymond Leo Cardinal Burke will be the homilist for 
this Mass. Please note that Confessions will be available at the normal 
Saturday hours, beginning at 8:00 a.m., and that Confession will not be 
offered during the 6:30 a.m. Mass.   
Gathering After -Please join us for hospitality down the hill in the Culina 
Mariana, following the Rorate Mass in the Shrine Church. The Culina 
will open early on December 6 at 7:45am.   

 Let us come before our heavenly Father with open 

hearts, offering him our prayers. 

 For the Church, that this Advent renew our desire for Christ and our 

readiness to meet him in the poor, the sacraments, and our neighbor.  

 For holy habits—that we awaken from spiritual sleep, using time and 

resources as good stewards rather than giving in to excess. 

 For catechumens and candidates, and for all who are searching, that 

our parish accompany them as joyful missionary disciples.  

 For families and caregivers facing winter hardships, that our parish 

outreach provides warmth, food, and friendship.  

 Lord, we thank you for hearing the prayers we 

offer and ask you to answer them according to 

your will, through Christ our Lord.  

To add a request call 608-788-1646 or email 

sjrp2601@gmail.com 

http://www.saintjosephridgeparish.com
facebook.com/saintjosephridgeparish

