St. Joseph Parish . St. Joseph Ridge

W2601 State Road 33, La Crosse WI 54601

December 28, 2025 ~ Feast of the Holy Family

OH CONIE

“The sheperds went in haste, and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant

lying in a manger." (Luke 2:16)
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St. Joseph Parish

W2601 State Road 33

La Crosse, WI 54601
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~ PARISH INTENTIONS ~
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~ PARISH CALENDAR ~

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27TH

~4:00 pm - T Ralph & Evelyn Mikshowsky (M&CM)

Lector: Cecilia Sawaya
Servers: Volunteers

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28ST
~8:30 am - T Karen Williams (J&SD)
Lector: Donnie Weber
Servers: Volunteers Ushers: Volunteers

Ushers: Volunteers

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30TH
~5:00 pm—Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
~5:30 pm - t Jim Malin (M&LM)

THURSDAY, JANUARY IST
~8:00 am - T Don Kapler (DL)
Lector : Volunteer

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3RD

~8:00 am - Our Parish Family

~4:00 pm - T Robert Silha (DJD)
Lector: Jim Weber
Servers: Volunteers

Ushers: Volunteers

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4TH

Epiphany of the Lord

~8:00 am—1 Curtis Strittmater (CS)
Lector: Paula Silha
Servers: Volunteers

Ushers: Volunteers
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~ Contributions for the past week ~
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Adult Envelopes (46): $2,485.00

Plate collection: 252.00

Christmas Offering 670.00

Christmas flowers: 285.00

Immaculate Conception(Holy Day):

Retirement for Religious: 40.00

$
$
$
$ 10.00
$
$

Total: 3742.00

+ January 1—New Year’s Day
~8:00 am Mass at St. Joseph/St. Joseph Ridge
~10:00 am Mass at St. Peters/Middle Ridge

+ January 7— Religious Education classes resume
~ Grades 1 to 5, 6:pm to 6:55 pm
~ Grades 6 to 10, 7:05 pm to 8:55 pm
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* Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Tuesday evenings: 5:00 pm; 5:30 pm Mass
~ 8 Ways to Pray During Eucharistic Adoration ~
o Read Spiritual Books e Ask for Intercession
¢ Meditate ® Offer a Holy Hour e Write a Prayer Journal
e Read the Scriptures ® Pray Spontaneously
o Ask the Saints for help with
Spending time with our Dear Lord!!!

~EMBRACE YOUR FAITH ~ A

* Anointing of the Sick-Call Father Sen at(715) 615-1774
or the office (608)788-1646 or email sjrp2601@gmail.com
to arrange the anointing of the sick.

* Confession 3:30—3:45 pm before Saturday 4:00 Mass
or by appointment.

* Mass Intentions

Weekday and weekend mass intentions are available in
Jan. and forward Please contact the Parish office phone
608/788-1646, use envelopes in the back of church, or
email sjrp2601@gmail.com. Mass Intention offerings are
$20.00

Open Mass dates in January:

January 8(Thursday),  13(Tuesday), 15 (Thursday),

18 (Sunday), 20 (Tuesday), 27 (Tuesday), and 29 (Thursday)

vt | DIOCESAN ] .
% HFFE’;?L‘ 2025-26 Goal:| $23,975.00
= | wsais Pledged:| $12,590.00
WV e/ ) Received:| $11,515.00
= Amount Due:| $12,460.00

What Child s Thia, whe, Laid te neat, On Mauy’s lap s sleeping?
Whem Angels greel with anthems sweel, While shephends walch ane keeping.
Thia, this s Clvust the King, Whem shephends guond and angels sing! Hasle,

haste te buing him laud, The Bake, the Son ef Moy




Rectory/Office: 608-788-1646

sjrp2601@gmail.com

[ ~ STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION ~ ] [

~ PARISH NEWS ~ ]

Least of the Holy _Ffamily of
lesus, YNavry, and Joseph

SIR 3:2-6, 12-14;
PS 128: 1-5;
COL 3:12-21 or COL 3:12-17;

MT 2:13-15; 19-23
As we continue celebrating the
Christmas season, today’s feast
of the Holy Family invites us to
reflect on the gift and calling of
family life. The Church calls the
family the “domestic church,” the place where our
faith takes root — and where the stewardship virtue
of hospitality begins. Consider simple ways to make
your home more welcoming, such as sharing meals
or praying together as a family, to foster faithfulness
and love.

Why is hospitality vital to family life? Because our
homes should be spaces filled with love, welcome,
and renewal. We can’t expect to grow in prayer,
service, or faith if our home environment feels
disconnected or tense. Even when conflicts occur,
intentionally practicing patience and forgiveness
helps build a home where everyone feels loved and
appreciated, despite imperfections.

Our readings provide practical wisdom. In the Book of
Sirach, we learn about the blessings that come when
children respect their parents — and when grown
children lovingly care for their aging parents. Respect
and tenderness foster a home filled with unity and
peace.

St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians provides even
more insight. He reminds us that each family member
is “God’s chosen one” and encourages us to “put on”
compassion, kindness, humility, and patience — even
when we don't feel like it. These small, daily acts of
love foster genuine hospitality at home, which then
extends to the larger community.

The Holy Family also faced hardships. As today’s
Gospel reminds us, they encountered danger,
displacement, and uncertainty. Yet Mary and Joseph
stayed faithful, trusting in God’s plan. They serve as
powerful intercessors for our families today.

On this feast, may we renew our commitment to
making our homes places of love and welcome. Let’s
honor God by how we treat each other at home—with
patience, forgiveness, and kindness.

Happy Feast of the Holy Family to everyone who
embodies the stewardship lifestyle!
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+ Thank you to the Choir and Stacy Burns for
coordinating Christmas Caroling. Caroling visits were
made successfully and attempted at a number of
parish members homes.

t+ Please make your 2025 year-end donations by
December 31, Donations received after that date will
be recorded for 2026.

+ Volunteers needed! Please consider serving our Parish
family as a Mass server, Eucharistic minister, Usher or
Lector. Training is provided. Add your name to the
interest list on the bulletin board in back of church.

+ Check out the St. Joseph FaceBook page for the
recent post of our Choir singing the “Christmas
Hallelujah” accompanied by beautiful photos of our
church. Thank you Stacy Burns and Sara Mikshowsky
for coordinating this beautiful tribute.

+ Families of Religious Ed classes grades 9-12, look for
an email from Lorie Liss in the new year with
information about the potential Mission Trip to Casa
Hogar in Lurin, Peru. In addition to St. Peter's Middle
Ridge, students from St. Teresa Kolkata will also be
welcomed to participate.

[ ~ DIOCESAN NEWS ~ ]

~Embracing the Call to Holiness — The Eau Claire Deanery and the
La Crosse Diocesan Council of Catholic Women jointly sponsor the “Call
to Holiness” A Woman'’s Retreat day being hosted by St. James the
Greater Catholic Church in Eau Claire on March 14, 2026. Registration
forms are located on the tables in the back of church, early bird
registration ends February 15th. Women from all over the diocese are
welcome to attend. Contact the parish office.

~Domestic Church Evangelization Retreat | April 25-26, 2026 |
Franciscan Spirituality Center 920 Market St. La Crosse,

The Domestic Church Evangelization Retreat provides sacramentally
married couples with an opportunity to begin their spiritual journey
together (or deepen it if it already exists). The retreat can fruitfully be
attended by any sacramentally married couple. The retreat includes
daily Mass, talks, and time for couples to encounter the Lord together.
The retreat also serves as an introduction to the Domestic
Church movement for those interested in beginning
formation in a Domestic Church circle. For more
information see website Scan the QR Code to the right, or
click here to register!

~Mardi Gras—Save the Dates:
Royal Reveal: Wed, January 8, 2026; 5:00 pm at the Freighthouse
Mardi Gras Ball: Sat., January 32, 2026, 4:30pm Radisson Ballroom
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[ ~ DIOCESAN/Community NEWS ~ ] [

~ ACTIVITY CORNER ~ ]

~January 17 Pro-Life Workshop with Emily Geiger:
Effective Dialogue with ‘Pro-Choice’ People - What we've learned from
talking with thousands. Join us for an engaging and practical workshop
with Emily Geiger of the Equal Rights Institute, designed to help
Catholics communicate the truth about the dignity of human life with
clarity, charity, and confidence. Emily’s proven approach to pro-life
dialogue has been tested on college campuses across the country. A
dynamic and thoughtful speaker, she has appeared on MSNBC, EWTN,
Relevant Radio, Focus on the Family, Christianity Today and more. This
workshop will equip participants with concrete tools for meaningful,
respectful conversations—especially in challenging or
emotionally charged situations.

Date: Jan. 17 Time: 10:00 AM - 3:30 PM

Location: Our Lady of Peace Parish, 1414 W 5th St., g3
Marshfield 54449

Visit diolc.org/respect-life for complete details

~The Blessing of the Home on Epiphany:

The Solemnity of the Epiphany will fall on January 4th in 2026.
It is customary for pastors and deacons to observe the custom of
an annual visit to the homes in their parish(es) (see Book of
Blessings, nos. 68-69). The “Blessing for Homes During the
Christmas Season” can be found in the Book of Blessings, nos.
1597ff (recall that Traditionis Custodes has restricted the use of
the preconciliar Rituale Romanum).

In addition to the text in the Book of Blessings, the inscription of
the Cross, the year, and the initials of the three wise men
(20+C+M+B+26) is suitably added as an act of popular piety
(Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy, Congregation for
Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, December
2001, no. 118). As there is no blessing of chalk in the 1989
Rituale Romanum (De Benedictionibus), unblessed chalk should
be used.

It would be laudable to compile a list of parishioners who would
like to have their homes blessed at the start of the new year and
to travel from home to home, blessing each one on the Solemnity
of the Epiphany and throughout the Christmas season. If the
number of homes is too great to reach by a priest or deacons
during this time, they may be blessed throughout the year,
especially during the Easter Season.

Feast of the Holy Family

Matt, 2:13-15

Use the number code to see what
the prophet predicted about the Child Jesus.

1514 N5 4618BRYU 7

.

2 91 13110
ACDEFGILMNOPSTUY
12345678910MN121314151

Hoyppy New Yean 2026!

May your home be filled with
happiness, peace, and prosperity.

Have a happy and blessed new
year 2026. God bless you
aboundantly.

Have a Blessed New Year

Trusting in God’s merciful and abundant love, we bring
our prayers and petitions to him.

+ For the Holy Church of God throughout the world, that Christians may
safely celebrate the birth of Christ, we pray to the Lord...

+ For all who will be traveling during this blessed season that they will
have safe travel and wonderful Christmas celebrations, we pray to the
Lord...

t+ For all those who have lost loved ones during the past year that they
will find comfort in family, friends and neighbors, peace in the coming of
Jesus and hope for healing in the new year, we pray to the Lord...

God our Father, we beg you to hear and grant our
prayers, through Christ our Lord.

To add a request call 608-788-1646 or email sjrp2601@gmail.com
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