
St. Joseph Parish of  St. Joseph Ridge 

W2601 State Road 33, La Crosse  WI 54601 

January 4, 2026  ~ Feast of the Epiphany 

PARISH PASTORAL 
COUNCIL: 
Dave Brown-Cemetery Rep 
Teresa Brown, 
Lori Clements -PCCW Rep  
Stan Clements 
Ann Degenhardt 
Terry Dickman-Finance  
               Council Rep 
Bob Kotek 
Bill Weber-Secretary 
Stacy Burns 
Lorie Liss-DRE 

PARISH FINANCE 
COUNCIL: 
Mary Jo Hess-Secretary 
Terry Dickman 
Dave Brown-(Bldg & Grnds)  
       and Cemetery Rep 
Barb Braun 
Dan Steiger 
 

RELIGIOUS  
  EDUCATION: 
Director:  
Lorie Liss 

PCCW - Parish Council of 
Catholic Women:                                             
Lori Clements-President  
Mary Jo Hess-Treasurer  
Jill Murphy-Secretary  
Polly Hilby-Funeral Prep 
 

Cemetery Sexton, 
Building & Grounds: 
Dave Brown 608-792-1006  
davidteresabrown457@gmail.com 

Rick Meyer  

MUSIC: 
Stacy Burns, Coordinator 
    608-769-8828 
    jsburns0093@gmail.com                          
 
Accompanist: 
Leland Gregorich  
LuAnne Gregorich  
Mary Beth Smith  
 

Sacristan: 
Sally Miller 

‘Thank you’ 

for your 

time and 

talent to 

support our 

parish. 

“Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.” John 12:26 

Pastor   Father Sen 
     Fr. Sengole Vethanayagam  
 (715) 615-1774 
frsengolevema@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE   

Paula Silha—Administrative Assistant 

Barb Mikshowsky - Bookkeeper 

Office hours vary, please call 608-788-1646 

sjrp2601@gmail.com  
 

CONFESSIONS 

3:30—3:45 pm (before Saturday 4:00 Mass)                            

 or by appointment  

St. Joseph Parish, St. Joseph Ridge

 (608) 788-1646 

        Weekend Mass Schedule  

1st Saturday of the month .... 8:00 AM 

        Saturday ....................... 4:00 PM 

      Sunday ......................... 8:00 AM 

         Weekday Schedule 

ADORATION 

 Tuesday ....................... 5:00 PM 

MASS 

   Tuesday ...................... 5:30 PM 

   Thursday ..................... 8:00 AM 

 

      St. Peters Parish, Middle Ridge 

             (608) 452-4680 
 

      Weekend Mass Schedule 

          Saturday ..................... 8:00 PM 

          Sunday ....................... 10:00 AM 
 

      Weekday Schedule 

          Wednesday ................ 8:00 AM 

           Friday ........................ 8:00 AM 
 

           ADORATION 

           Wednesday….7:00 PM with     

            Benediction at 8:05 PM 

 

 

 

 

“Trust in the LORD  

with all your heart,  

and do not lean on your 

own understanding.  

In all your ways 

acknowledge him,  

and he will make  

straight your paths.  

God's name is 

trustworthy.”  

(Proverbs 3:5-6 ) 



St. Joseph Parish                                  W2601 State Road 33                                  La Crosse, WI  54601 

Saturday, January 3rd 

~8:00 am—Our Parish Family  

~4:00 pm -  Robert Silha (D&JD) 

 Lector:  Jim Weber 

 Servers: Volunteers     Ushers:  Volunteers 
 

SUNDAY, January 4th 

~8:30 am -  Curtis Strittmater (CS) 

 Lector: Paula Silha 

 Servers: Volunteers    Ushers:  Volunteers 
 

Tuesday, January 6th 
~5:00 pm—Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

~5:30 pm -  Mike Brown (RB) 
 

Thursday, January 8th 

~8:00 am - Our Parish Family 
 

Saturday, January 10th 

~4:00 pm -  Guanella & Strittmater Families (CS) 

 Lector: Jim Weber 

 Servers: Volunteers    Ushers:  Volunteers 
 

Sunday, January 11th  

The Baptism of the Lord 

~8:00 am— Our Parish Family 

 Lector: Donna Clements 

 Servers: Volunteers Ushers: Volunteers 

~ PARISH CALENDAR ~ 

Adult Envelopes (41): $  2,998.00 

Plate collection: $  1,078.00 

Christmas Offering (68): $  5,135.00 

Retirement for Religious: $       60.00 

Votive Candles: $     124.00 

Initial Offering: $         9.00 

Immac Conception of Mary: $       10.00 

Total Contributions: $   9,414.00  

~ Contributions for the past week ~ 
(Christmas and Weekend masses) 

~ EMBRACE  YOUR  FAITH  ~ 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

    Tuesday evenings: 5:00 pm; 5:30 pm Mass 

~ 8 Ways to Pray During Eucharistic Adoration ~ 

Read Spiritual Books   Ask for Intercession   

  Meditate    Offer a Holy Hour    Write a Prayer Journal  

Read the Scriptures    Pray Spontaneously  

  Ask the Saints for help  with  
Spending time with our Dear Lord!!! 

* Anointing of the Sick-Call Father Sen at(715) 615-1774 

or the office (608)788-1646 or email sjrp2601@gmail.com 

to arrange the anointing of the sick. 

 Confession    3:30—3:45 pm before Saturday 4:00 Mass 
                     or by appointment.   

* Mass Intentions 
Weekday and weekend mass intentions are available in 

Jan. and forward  Please contact the Parish office phone 

608/788-1646, use envelopes in the back of church, or 

email sjrp2601@gmail.com. Mass Intention offerings are 

$20.00 

 January 3 & 4—Blessing of January Birthdays 

 January 7— Religious Education classes resume 

 ~ Grades 1 to 5, 6:pm to 6:55 pm 

 ~ Grades 6 to 10, 7:05 pm to 8:55 pm 

 January 10 & 11—Blessing of January Wedding  
                       Anniversaries 

 January 14—Religious Education classes  

   ~ PARISH INTENTIONS ~ 

Thank you, and may God bless your generosity.  
Your contributions, regardless of size, are sincerely appreciated 
and acknowledged. Your support is valued, and as members of 

our community, you are greatly appreciated. There is more 
information regarding the Diocesan Annual Appeal at this link  

https://diolc.org/stewardship/appeal-portal/ 

   
2025-26 Goal: $23,975.00 

Pledged: $ 12,590.00 

Received: $ 11,515.00 

Amount  Due:  $ 12,460.00 

We three kings of Orient are; Bearing gifts, we traverse afar.  

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, Following yonder star.   

https://diolc.org/stewardship/appeal-portal/


Rectory/Office: 608-788-1646                                                                       sjrp2601@gmail.com 

~ STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION ~ ~ PARISH NEWS ~ 

~ DIOCESAN NEWS ~ 

~Jubilee Year of Hope The New Year 2026: Jesus is Our 
Hope (1 Tim. 1:1)  Moving forward in this New Year, we are called 

to be beacons of hope in the world, as called for in Romans 15:13: “May 
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” Let us continue to 
ask the Lord to increase our faith and hope in Him so that as beacons, 
we will help others to encounter Jesus through acts of love and mercy. 
 

~Embracing the Call to Holiness – The Eau Claire Deanery and the 
La Crosse Diocesan Council of Catholic Women jointly sponsor the “Call 
to Holiness” A Woman’s Retreat day being hosted by St. James the 
Greater Catholic Church in Eau Claire on March 14, 2026.  Registration 
forms are located on the tables in the back of church, early bird 
registration ends February 15th.  Women from all over the diocese are 
welcome to attend.   Contact the parish office.  
 

~Domestic Church Evangelization Retreat | April 25-26, 2026 | 
Franciscan Spirituality Center 920 Market St. La Crosse, 
The Domestic Church Evangelization Retreat provides sacramentally 
married couples with an opportunity to begin their spiritual journey 
together (or deepen it if it already exists). The retreat can fruitfully be 
attended by any sacramentally married couple. The retreat includes 
daily Mass, talks, and time for couples to encounter the Lord together. 
The retreat also serves as an introduction to the Domestic Church 
movement for those interested in beginning formation in a Domestic 
Church circle.   For more information see website! 
 

Stewardship Bulletin Reflection  

January 4, 2026 - The Epiphany of 

the Lord  

IS 60: 1-6; PS 72: 1-2, 7-8, 10-
13; EPH 3:2-3A, 5-6; MT 2: 1-12  

As our Christmas celebration continues, today we 
observe the great feast of the Epiphany of the Lord. 
The word “epiphany” comes from Greek and means 
manifestation or appearance. Recognizing God’s 
manifestations in our lives helps us feel connected 
and grateful, inspiring us to live as faithful stewards.  

Our Gospel passage from Matthew highlights the 
Magi's example of living as good stewards through 
their actions and recognition of God's presence.  

As good stewards, the magi watched for signs of 
God’s presence in their lives. “We have seen the star 
at its rising,” they say. Good stewards are keenly 
aware of the “star” of God’s presence and His gifts in 
their lives. It is this awareness that fills them with 
gratitude and the desire to worship God and share 
His gifts with others.  

The magi, upon witnessing God’s presence in their 
lives, "were overjoyed.” When we acknowledge God’s 
gifts and presence, we can feel a deep, lasting joy 
that sustains us beyond worldly promises, filling us 
with hope and spiritual fulfillment.  

Finally, the magi were so awestricken when they 
encountered the newborn Jesus that they prostrated 
themselves before him and “opened their treasures 
and offered him gifts.” Sharing our material gifts 
becomes a loving act of worship, deepening our 
sense of purpose and devotion to God's love.  

Let us actively seek and rejoice in God’s 
manifestations in our lives, remaining watchful for 
new ways to share ourselves and our gifts in 
gratitude to our King in the year ahead.  

 Volunteers needed! Parish members are welcome to  
serve our Parish family. We need your help as Mass 
servers, Eucharistic ministers, Ushers or Lectors. 
Training is provided.  Add your name to the interest list 

on the bulletin board in back of church.     

 Families of Religious Ed classes grades 9-12, look for 
an email from Lorie Liss in the new year with 
information about the potential Mission Trip to Casa 
Hogar in Lurin, Peru.  In addition to St. Peter’s Middle 
Ridge, students from St. Teresa Kolkata will also be 

welcomed to participate.  

 Special Christmas bulletins were prepared that include 
a list of those who donated toward the beautiful flowers 
for our celebrations.  The bulletin also offers those 
interested to complete a welcome survey and indicate 
their interest in joining our parish.  Copies are at the 

back of church.    

 Food donations: Please continue to bring non-
perishable food donations to the back of church. 
Donations will be taken to the Hunger Task Force 
which supplies food pantries in our area.  Donations 

will be delivered monthly.   

Rebuild My Church updates 

Rebuild My Church is an ongoing 
effort of renewal and pastoral 
planning for our Diocese. You can 
view the recording of the 
listening sessions, and see   
the latest updates here  

www.diolc.org/rebuildmychurch/updates 

mailto:St.%20Joseph%20Ridge%20Parish
http://www.diolc.org/rebuildmychurch/updates


www.saintjosephridgeparish.com facebook.com/saintjosephridgeparish 

~ DIOCESAN/Community NEWS ~ ~ ACTIVITY CORNER ~ 

~Mardi Gras—Save the Dates: 
Royal Reveal:  Wed, January 8, 2026; 5:00 pm at the 
Freighthouse 
Mardi Gras Ball:  Sat., January 32, 2026, 4:30pm  Radisson 
Ballroom 
 

 ~January 17 Pro-Life Workshop with Emily Geiger: 
Effective Dialogue with ‘Pro-Choice’ People - What we’ve learned 
from talking with thousands.  Join us for an engaging and 
practical workshop with Emily Geiger of the Equal Rights 
Institute, designed to help Catholics communicate the truth about 
the dignity of human life with clarity, charity, and confidence. 
Emily’s proven approach to pro-life dialogue has been tested on 
college campuses across the country. A dynamic and thoughtful 
speaker, she has appeared on MSNBC, EWTN, Relevant Radio, 
Focus on the Family, Christianity Today and more. This 
workshop will equip participants with concrete tools for 
meaningful, respectful conversations—especially in challenging 
or emotionally charged situations.  
Date: Jan. 17  Time: 10:00 AM - 3:30 PM 
Location: Our Lady of Peace Parish, 1414 W 5th St., Marshfield 
54449 
Visit diolc.org/respect-life for complete details  
 

~Spiritual Communion 
What happens when we cannot receive Jesus sacramentally? 
The tradition tells us to make a “spiritual communion,” joining our 
whole selves—prayers, works, joys, and sufferings—to his 
sacrificial presence in the Eucharist—even when that sacrament 
is not before us to receive.  
 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Blessed Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire You with all my heart. 
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 
I ask You to come spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already in my heart 
and unite myself to You completely.  Trusting in God’s merciful and abundant love, we bring 

our prayers and petitions to him. 

 In gratitude for our Holy Church and the safe Christmas celebrations we 

were able to participate in, we pray to the Lord… 

 For all who feel separated from their faith, may we be a welcoming 
parish family and help them to return to the practice of their faith, we 

pray to the Lord… 

 For all those who have lost loved ones during the past year that they 
will find comfort in family, friends and neighbors, peace in the coming of 

Jesus and hope for healing in the new year, we pray to the Lord… 

 God our Father, we beg you to hear and grant our 
prayers, through Christ our Lord.  

To add a request call 608-788-1646 or email sjrp2601@gmail.com 

Happy New Year 2026! 

http://www.saintjosephridgeparish.com
facebook.com/saintjosephridgeparish

