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BT, JOSEPH R “GE ~— The oldest parish

in La Crosse County, St Juce};hs Ridge -
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Parish, marked its 130th anmversary Su qday, Bk

July 5.

Conceia'b*;nts at thﬂ anniversary ! ’Viasg were
- of Villa St. Joseph for five years, and was band-
,master "a‘t 'Aquiﬂnas b

Bishop John Paul; Blsnop George hammeo,

native parza"l sonn and retired blshop of the.
Diocese of uu;: perior; Father Carvoll Walljasper,
chaplain of Villa E»* J Qsenh, and Ff,tael P@tez '

Butz, parish pastor.

OnJ uiy 6 about 150 Umiohioizer awended

the annlversary dinner held at the Ridge Vlew o

Ion that culminated the cele bmmo*ﬁ

St. Mary's Parish in La Crosse was the first

Catholic parish in the count Ly, establis hed in -
the ¢city of La
rosse until 1870, when St. Joseph's Cathedral - *

1855. It was the o*ﬁy pamsh int

was founded.
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1962, St. Joseph's Ridge 3133 the distinction of
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being the county’s oldest existing parish.” -
The parish is located 12 ‘miles

way 38. '
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first pﬂz st to come to this térritory to celebrate
Mass and co fvr he sacraments in the farm
nomc:: Of th ?V German piloneer settlers.
Other eart s came from Milwaukee, Eau

td é:’ ca
\? & )

and even bu’nvque, lowa.

Y P 1‘.
k!&i”:’ rE

2

e ndmﬁ Vatican §
arran g
cOmITn
;J«etda.‘
novitiate,

& Franciscan !

- a two-story

th re to teach.

pastor, Fa }

nb er
quZiO\,S”I OMC, was assigned to St. Joseph’s

Most pa

i
"h@z’i;

y,.

tem wes, averagmg le%s than tvvo

Two churches were built before the present
church was constructed in 1501.

Standing high on a ridgetop, ‘the red brick,
GG hic church with its lofty tower strikes a
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gz;ﬁ Cross

: jcommandmg presance. 168 spire can be seen
. from several miles: £

‘i-Joseph dege s history was Father
,man, pastor from 1835-48, ;

~_years age in

»inﬁing. -
: " he continues to serve as priest for St uissry's'
: Cbuzch ei Lzestochowa

~retired today and ] living in f:atamvy aé ag
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was df} sed QJ'yeazs agé’ in.

sast 'of La
Cross;— arid the scenic uodee Regmﬂ onHigh-, the

77 - -and operated three school buses. 1
transporting about 125 students ¢
'tary school, the parish also QE”T{E 33 50
" to Aquinas; - e

er of Prairie du Chien was the

sez @ dozen high school and _iz 7o 4 ol

Bishops John H et and . ab Aqamafs and Cathedral schools

in Rome, "
ave es tablished in La Crosse the

of sters of Per-
with its motherhouse andjf
/7 dlso because the congregation’s

ho*n V}Ha 51, Jos‘mh, is across the strest.

ish’s CCD program, held i

stoy uc‘nool‘*
d by Catholics on tnﬂ Qldge;
- - ‘parish life.".
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OUne of the ‘most ambitious g}aai

‘While at the pari ish he alse “&rse’d” he mé’é~
sion parish of 8t. Mary’s in Coon V«déoy, install-
ed the pipe organ in'the church, was chaplain
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St gesepk?s %iég? Parish
ris beginning to 1857. :

Smce St, Ffa:fy s was closed 25
1962, 5t Joseph’s

dates-

Ridge has the dist inction of } being
the c@mzty s oldest existing

: pmsh

k. Fa er sznon was amc*w the honored guests
“at the parish anmve*sary supper. AlL ‘z ngh
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: The present four-room, brick St jgssééﬁ’é

& dege School was buxit in 1929.

Durmg the 19408 and 50 1

In 1969 the ;ﬁansh srhebl was ¢

stude*;j:c* ride fhe public school &

Thera are 115 students e

" The F8PA’s influence on this
gre"»f ot oniy due to their rol
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S;sg,er“ ha‘vn iong been active participants in

Pa'bef 33" =t JG@QQL < &1,{%&@ “ j« o

d1 rector 0? t}\v dmce Jh:csx‘_ n .j £

His predececscr, Fat he?' John BMalik, also
worked at the diocesan center as chancellor.
At present there are 200 parish envelope

. holders.

Two parishioners were commissicned in the

“most recent class of lay ministers, Lorraine

Gray and Joseph Leuck.



